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(issued on February 28, 2025)

This is a bulletin board for people involved in Future Earth (FE) activities from
the Future Earth Consortium of Hokkaido University (HUFEC). Each issue
contains information on FE-related news and events in Japan and abroad,
including schedules and reports, and is distributed about once a month. For
past articles, please visit the HUFEC homepage.
https://hufec.arc.hokudai.ac.jp/

Contact: arc-hai-fes(at)ml.hokudai.ac.jp at Arctic Research Center.
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<News>

1. First Asia Arctic Conference of the Asia-Arctic Network for Research
and Education

The First Asia-Arctic Conference (AAC) of the Asia-Arctic Network for
Research and Education (AANRE), sponsored by the Future Earth Japan
Committee and organized by the Arctic Research Center, Hokkaido
University, was held at Global Research Center for Food & Medical
Innovation (FMI), Hokkaido University, on February 13 and 14, 2025. The
AANRE is a network to promote research exchange among the partners
of the Arctic Research Center's Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for research exchange and to serve as a foundation for the Center's
Arctic research. The AANRE will be expanded to include not only MoU
signatories but also universities, institutions, and individuals who are
engaged in research and education in the Arctic and Asia.

On the first day, each of the AANRE institutions introduced their Arctic
research and related educational activities, providing basic information
for promoting joint research and research-education exchanges in the
future. In the afternoon, Dr. Outi Snellman of the University of the Arctic
(UArctic) gave a keynote speech. She said that UArctic is based on
“collaboration” and that it is unfortunate that UArctic has closed the
door to exchange with Russia, which occupies about half of the Arctic
Circle, but that the door is not locked. She also stated that collaboration
with research and educational institutions in non-Arctic Asian countries
is important in the future. In a panel discussion on education and human
resource development, the panelists discussed how to promote
collaboration between universities in the Arctic and those in non-Arctic
regions such as Asia. In the second session on the afternoon of the first
day, there was a presentation reaffirming the history of the Arctic under
global warming.

The second day began with a keynote speech by Dr. Makoto Taniguchi,
Deputy Director of the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
(RIHN). He introduced the organization and activities of “Future Earth”
and the interdisciplinary research he has been involved in and discussed
the nature-society-human connection. We also held four sessions to
discuss changes in the Arctic, its relationship with Asia, ecosystems,
northward expansion of the Pacific Ocean water, shipping, and the
history of the Arctic under global warming. There are many topics we
need to address, but pursuing interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary, and
integrative research, or “science for society,” is still challenging in some



respects, and as Outi Snellman said as the backbone of the UArctic,
“collaboration” is the key to moving our activities forward.

There were approximately 40 local participants and 20 online
participants.

As Prof. Uto introduced in the closing session, there is an opportunity to
get together again. It is the 8th International Symposium on Arctic
Research (ISAR-8) to be held in Hachioji, Tokyo, Japan, from October 28
to 31, 2025. The symposium will include a special session on “Arctic
Cooperation”. The call for abstracts will open in March 2025, and we look
forward to receiving your abstract submissions.

<Event>

1. Academic Forum “Transition to a Carbon-Neutral Society that
Leverages the Circular Economy and Harmonizes with Nature's Revival”

This forum will be held as an opportunity to deepen the discussion on
achieving carbon neutrality from a wide range of perspectives and to
compile the latest findings from a more comprehensive and bird's eye
view.

Date: Wednesday, March 12, 13:00-17:30

Venue: Auditorium, Science Council of Japan (online streaming
available)

Organizer: Science Council of Japan
For more information, please visit
https://www.scj.go.jp/ja/event/2025/376-s-0312.html

All interested parties are welcome to attend. We look forward to your
participation.

2. NIES Seminar: “Towards the IPCC AR7 Working Group lll Assessment:
Goals and Challenges”



We are pleased to invite Dr. Oliver Geden, IPCC WG3 Vice Chair, to NIES
on March 7, 2025 for the following seminar.

The schedule and outline of AR7 will be agreed upon at the IPCC
meeting later this month, and this will be a good opportunity to learn
about the upcoming AR7 assessment strategy. If you are interested and
have time, please join us.

*This seminar is open to everyone, but pre-registration for Microsoft
Teams is required. (Teams registration site)
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/664a2780-3b51-4531-af6c-
bc55586ce983@501a1b83-3905-40f1-b043-453be32c2e76

NIES Seminar

*Date: Friday, March 7 2025, 15:00-16:30 (JST) / 7:00-8:30 (CET)
*Venue: Ohyama Memorial Hall + Online (Microsoft Teams)
*Language: English

*Title: Towards the IPCC AR7 Working Group lll Assessment: goals and
challenges

*Spe)aker: Dr. Oliver Geden (IPCC WGIIl Vice-Chair / Senior Fellow,
SWP

https://www.ipcc.ch/people/oliver-geden/
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/researcher/oliver-geden

At this seminar, we will invite Dr Oliver Geden, Vice-Chair of IPCC
WGIII, to talk about the assessment strategy of the IPCC's Seventh
Assessment Report (AR7), with a particular focus on WGIII. The IPCC
will hold the 62nd session at the end of Feburary in Hangzhou, China
where the schedule and chapter outlines of each Working Group
report will be decided. This is a unique opportunity to hear directly
from the IPCC Bureau member on the goals and challenges of IPCC
assessment for the AR7 cycle. We look forward to your participation.

For further information, please contact: Shinichiro Asayama (NIES,
Social Systems Division)

I3 . The)z Fifth Sustainability, Research&Innovation Conference (continued
isting).



The Sustainability Research and Innovation Congress will celebrate
its fifth anniversary in Chicago, lllinois, where it will be held from 16-
19 June 2025 at the Sheraton Grand Chicago Riverwalk. SRl is an
annual convening focused on action-forward, knowledge-based and
inclusive approaches to sustainability.

For more information, please visit:

https://sricongress.org/

4. Ecosystem Studies of Subarctic and Arctic Seas (ESSAS) Open
Science Meeting (OSM) (continued listing).

ESSAS is a Regional Program of IMBeR (Integrated Marine Biosphere
Research), a Global Research Networks of Future Earth. In addition
to the annual meeting, the Open Science Meeting (OSM) is held
every few years, and the OSM will be held in Japan in June 2025.
Registration for the OSM 2025 meeting and abstracts for
presentation has started December 2024. You can check the details
of the conference and register your participation and presentation at
the following ESSAS homepage hosted by Hokkaido University:

https://essas.arc.hokudai.ac.jp/what_s_new/2025-essas-osm/

Dates: June 24-26, 2025

Venue & Location: National Institute of Polar Research, Tachikawa,
Tokyo, Japan

Abstract submission and registration:
https://essas.confit.atlas.jp/login
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